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Suggested Itinerary  

For centuries, Kilimanjaro remained a mountain of m yth and superstition - one of the 
great secrets of the interior of 'the dark continen t'. It was the desire to find the source of 
the Nile that drove British explorers and geographe rs to first head inland towards the 
mysterious mountain around 1840 onwards. Up until t hen Kilimanjaro had been a tall 
tale told by the Arab traders of Zanzibar and the M aasai believed that it was covered 
with gold. No one really believed that there was a snow-capped mountain on the 
equator…  
During this Journey, you will conquer this majestic  mountain, experience the best of the 
African safari and relax on the shores of the India n Ocean, in Zanzibar. 
 
Preparing to Travel 
 
Depending on which airline you choose to travel wit h, you can either fly direct to 
Kilimanjaro International Airport or go via Nairobi  in Kenya and transfer to Kilimanjaro 
from there, which takes approximately 1 hour. 
Your personal guide, who will arrive into Tanzania ahead of you to make sure that all 
the arrangements are thoroughly checked and 
in place, will be at the airport to greet you and 
to welcome you to beautiful Tanzania.  
 
Arusha, a little township near Kilimanjaro 
 
Day 1 
After being greeted at the airport by your 
Nonpareil Representative and Personal Guide 
your driver will transfer you, in a private air-con ditioned vehicle, to the “Cottages of 
Kigongoni” near Arusha, approximately a 1 hour driv e. Spend the rest of the day  
settling into your African cottages at Kigongoni an d soaking in the atmosphere.  

 
Day 2 
Acclimatization and Relaxation at the Kigongoni cot tages and making the final 
preparations for the Kilimanjaro Climb. 
 
Mount Kilimanjaro  
 
Day 3 
After a hearty breakfast you depart for Kilimanjaro  via the Rongai Route. 
 
The Rongai route ascends Kilimanjaro from the north eastern side of the mountain, along 
the border between Tanzania and Kenya. This route r etains a sense of un-spoilt 
wilderness and offers a different perspective on Ki limanjaro by approaching it from the 
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north. This route is also perfect for acclimatizati on and for those who are pressured for 
time. 
 
Arrive at the Rongai Gate (1950m) and head for 1st Caves camp (2600m) 

Hiking time : 5h 
Distance : Approximately 8 kms 
Habitat : Forest (Montane) 
After registering at the Marangu park gate the tran sfer to the Rongai trailhead will take 
approximately 2 ½ hours. Once there you will meet y our guide and porters and after  
introductions and a briefing you will begin your fi rst hike from the Nale Moru village. The 
small winding path crosses maize fields before ente ring a pine forest through which it 
starts to gently climb.  The trail is not at all st eep, but is rather a gentle hike through 
beautiful country side. The first night's camp is a t First Cave, at about 2,600 meters. The 
modern facilities include a toilet and a wooden tab le with benches, but sorry no hut 
and a water supply that can be found just down the trail below First Cave. 
 
 
Day 4 
1st Cave (2600m) - Kikelewa Cave (3600m) 

Hiking time : 6 - 7h 
Habitat : Moorlands 
The trail continues on up towards Kibo, passing Sec ond 
Cave (3450m) en-route, and reaching Kikelwa Cave at  
about 3600 metres. The views start to open up and y ou 
begin to appreciate that you are really are on a ve ry big 
mountain indeed! Water is again readily available f rom 
the stream below the cave, although you might have to wander downhill a way to find 
some. Overnight at 3rd Cave camp (Kikelewa Caves). 
 
Day 5 
Kikelewa Cave (3600) - Mawenzi Tarn camp (4330m) 

Hiking time : 3 - 4h 
Habitat : Moorlands 
A short but steep climb up grassy slopes offers sup erb views of this wilderness area. The 
vegetation zone ends shortly before you reach your next camp at Mawenzi Tarn which 
is spectacularly situated beneath the towering spir es of 
Mawenzi. Spend the afternoon acclimatizing and 
exploring the area and overnight Mawenzi Tarn Camp.  
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Day 6  

Mawenzi Tarn camp (4330m) - Kibo hut (4700m) 
 

Hiking time : 4 - 5h      
Habitat: Alpine desert 
Continue ascending on the east side of Kibo crossin g the 
saddle between Mawenzi and Kibo taking 4 to 5 hours  to 
reach the Kibo Hut. The remainder of the day is spe nt 
resting in preparation for the final ascent, which begins 
around midnight. Overnight at Kibo Camp. 
 

Summit Attempt  

Day 7  
Kibo hut (4700m) - Uhuru Peak (5895m) - Horombo hut  (3720m) 

Hiking time : 8h to Uhuru, 6h to Horombo 
Habitat : Stone scree / ice-cap summit 
Distance : Approximately 6 kms ascent, 21 kms descent 
 

You will rise around 23h30, and after some tea and biscuits you step off into the night. 
This is where it really becomes tough. The first se ction of the trail consists of a rocky path 
to the Hans Meyer Cave (5150m), also a good resting  spot. The path then zigzags up to 
Gillman's point (5 681m), which is located on the c rater rim. This section is very steep 
with a lot of stone, requiring a great deal of both  physical and mental effort and is 
probably the most demanding section of the entire r oute.  
Do the Kili shuffle and move slowly. From Gillman's  Point you 
will normally encounter snow all the way up to Uhur u peak 
(5895m), the highest point in Africa. Total exhilar ation and 
satisfaction - you made it. Weather conditions on t he summit 
will determine how long you can spend, taking photo graphs, 
before the 3-hour descent back to Kibo hut. After a  short rest 
you gather all your gear for the ascent and head do wn to 
Horombo hut (3 hours) where you will camp overnight . The 
return to Horombo hut will seem surprisingly fast c ompared to 
the ascent. The total time spent walking on this da y is around 
14 hours, so be prepared. Later in the evening you enjoy your last dinner on the 
mountain (with soft drinks and beer for sale at the  camp office)  and enjoy a well-
earned sleep, filled with memories and stirring emo tions. 
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Day 8  
Horombo hut (at 3720m) to Marangu Gate (at 1980m) 
 
Hiking time : 6h 
Distance : Approximately 27 kms 
After breakfast you continue your descent (6 hours) , passing the Mandara hut, down to 
the Marangu gate. It is strongly recommended not to  pay your porters any tips until you 
and all your gear have reached the gate safely. Mor e 
Kilimanjaro tips are available. At Marangu gate you  sign 
your name and details in a register. This is also w here 
successful climbers receive their summit certificat es. Those 
climbers who reached Gillman's Point (5685m) are is sued 
with green certificates and those who reached Uhuru  Peak 
(5895m) receive gold certificates. You now drive ba ck to 
Arusha (100 km, approx 2 hours) for a long overdue hot 
shower, dinner and celebrations!! Overnight in Tuli p of Africa 
hotel. 
 

Day 9 and 10 
Ngorongoro Crater Lodge 

Early morning departure to the airport for your cha rter flight to Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area (25 minutes).   

Here are just a few of the reasons that make a visi t to 
Ngorongoro Crater Lodge an absolute must: 
 

·  From the rim of the spectacular Ngorongoro Crater 
there are the most breathtaking views  

·  One of the highest concentrations of game in Africa  - 
the best place to see the Big Five in one game driv e  

·  Incredible architecture, inspired by the traditiona l 
Maasai mud and stick manyatta  

·  Whimsical interiors packed with antiques create an 
aura of romance and luxury  

 
Ngorongoro Crater Lodge has been called the game lo dge at the top of the world 
and, between the natural riches of the Crater sprea d out at its feet and the amazing 
architecture, it’s easy to believe that you have en tered a realm of pure fantasy. With 
ever-changing views as mists swirl and clouds scurr y over the huge wildlife cauldron 
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below, the location is truly breathtaking. Buffalo and zebra 
wandering the grounds and tall Maasai warriors in 
traditional dress escorting guests to their rooms c ontribute 
to an atmosphere of African mystique and romance.  
Guests can be forgiven for losing track of which er a, or 
even continent, they are experiencing at Ngorongoro  
Crater Lodge.  
Nowhere else on earth can you wake up among all the  
trappings of an elegant baroque chateau - brocade s ofas, 
gilt mirrors, beaded chandeliers and paneled walls - and 
be instantly transported into one of the most famou s African landscapes with just one 
glance out of the window of the lodge.  
In this place of dramatic contrasts, where Versaill es meets Maasai, anything is possible 
and the natural luxury of the breathtakingly beauti ful setting ensures the dramatic 
interior of your suite blends perfectly with its st ilted thatch architecture. 
 
Days 11, 12 & 13 
Zanzibar Island 
 
After breakfast, at around 8 am, your group will de part 
beautiful Ngorongoro for a flight to Zanzibar via A rusha 
(25 minutes and 1 hour and 35 minutes respectively) . 
Arriving in the island of Zanzibar (around 2 PM), y ou will 
be met at the airport and transported to the 5 * Ho tel 
Diamonds Le Gemma Del’Est.  
This hotel is located on the coast and is the only place 
on the Island where the tide is insignificant. Your  accommodation here is on an All 
Inclusive basis. 
 
Zanzibar is a charming Tanzanian island which has a  fragrance from the vanilla and 
cinnamon plantations that permeates throughout. Pro duction of spices has been here 
since ancient times and Zanzibar earned the nicknam e 
of “Island of Spices”. 
Zanzibar is part of the archipelago which consists of the 
main island of Zanzibar (formerly Ungud�a), Island of 
Pemba, as well as about 50 small islets. 
 
It is also known for the beautiful old part of the main city 
called "Stone Town" and Zanzibar's magnificent 
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beaches.  
 
Like most of the coastal areas on the East Side of Africa, Zanzibar is predominantly 
Muslim and the mosques, the architecture and the cu isine are all reflective of that. The 
Sultan of Oman also thought that Zanzibar was prett y special and set up shop here, 
which had a significant impact on the architecture,  trade and culture. These days it is 
considered one of UNESCO's world heritage sites.  
 
At the same time, Zanzibar has a very relaxed atmos phere. Their language, Swahili, is 
particularly reflective of that: "Hi, how are you? - I'm fine" translates to "Jambo, mambo? 
- mambo poa". Just nice!   
 
Because Zanzibar is directly on the coast, they hav e the most beautiful fish and 
together with their heritage and tradition for the most delicious spices, the islands cooks 
have beautifully crafted a most wonderful cuisine!  
 
Prices from $12,250 US per person. To book this tou r now contact:  
 
New Zealand, Dunedin Office 

6 Haywood Street, Mornington, Dunedin 

New Zealand 

 

Katya French 

Travel Coordinator, Director 

 

Phone: +64 3 455 1344 

Mobile: +64 21 487 609 

 

e-mail: katya@nonpareiltravel.com 

 

Singapore Office 

157 Kew Crescent 

Kew Green 

Singapore 466 146 

Irina Francken 

Travel Coordinator 

 

Phone: +65 65 62 44 803 

Mobile: +65 816 13 972 

 

e-mail: bookings@nonpareiltravel.com 

  

 


